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ow well do you know your dog? 
When he wags his tail, does that 

 about 

Q. Why did you choose dogs for 
your research?

A.

Q. The little black dog, Pumpernickel, in your 
book?

A. 

 How did you do your research?

The Scoop from an ExpertThe Scoop from an Expert
by Elizabethby Elizabeth
Armstrong Hall
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A. Yep.

Q. How did you do your research?

A. I read everything I could about dogs. Then I 
watched dogs play. I took Pumpernickel to dog parks 
and fi lmed her with other dogs. Back home, I watched 
the videotapes in slow motion.
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Q. Since dogs can’t speak, how can they 
talk?

A.

Q. Anything surprising about tails?

A.

Q. Does a wagging tail mean a dog is 
friendly?

A.

 Since dogs can’t speak, how can they 

 Lots of ways—with different sounds, and not just 
barking. They purr, growl, moan, grunt, yelp, and 
howl. They use their ears, posture, mouth, and—

 Dogs wag their tail a little more to the right 

interests them. They wag their tail more to the left 

 Not always. You have to look at the whole 
dog. For example, if he wags his tail high but 

“I turn on the bathwater, turn 
to her with a smile, and her tail 
drops and wags low, her ears 
flattening on her head. All this 

talking and yet no talking at all.” 
~Alexandra Horowitz, 

Inside of a Dog: What Dogs 
See, Smell, and Know
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Jonathan: I would 
train a dog to jump in 
an obstacle course.
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